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DEFINITIONS OF APPEAL FACTORS: 

 

PACING: What is the pattern of the pacing? Are Characters & plot quickly revealed/slowly unveiled? Is there more 

dialogue or description? Is the book densely written? Are there short sentences/paragraphs/chapters? Does a prologue or 

introduction set up the story? 

Breakneck, compelling, deliberate, densely written, easy, engrossing, fast-paced, leisurely-paced, measured, 

relaxed, relentless, stately, steady, unhurried 

 

CHARACTERIZATION:  Are the characters developed over time, or are they stereotypes we recognize 

immediately? Is the focus on a single character or on several whose lives are intertwined? Is the reader expected to 

identify with the characters or observe them? What is the point of view which the story is told? 1st person? Are there series 

characters, followed through and developed over several related novels? Are there memorable/important secondary 

characters? Is characterization the most important aspect of the book? 

Closely observed, detailed, distant, dramatic, eccentric, engaging, evocative, faithful, familiar, insightful, inspiring, 

interior, intriguing, introspective, lifelike, multiple points of view, quirky, realistic, recognizable, series, strong 

secondary, sympathetic, vivid, well-developed, well-drawn 

 

STYLE/LANGUAGE:  Does the writing matter? Is language more important than story or characters? 

Academic, accessible, austere, Authentic, cadenced, candid, chatty, classic, colloquial, colorful, complex, concise, 

conversational, descriptive, dialect, direct, dramatic, earthy, elaborate, elegant, engaging, extravagant, fervid, 

flamboyant, frank, graceful, homespun, inform, informative, jargon, journalistic, literary, lush, lyrical, 

metaphorical, natural, ornate, passionate, persuasive, poetic, polished, profanity, prosaic, restrained, seemly, 

showy, simple, smart, sophisticated, spare, stark, straightforward, thoughtful, unaffected, unembellished, 

unpretentious, unusual, vivid, well-crafted, well-researched, witty.  

 

TONE/MOOD: Does the book offer a scholarly or popular treatment of a nonfiction subject? Does the tone 

dominate the readers’ impression of the book? 

Atmospheric, austere, bittersweet, bleak, candid, chilling, claustrophobic, comfortable, compassionate, 

contemplative, dangerous, darker, didactic, dramatic, earnest, edgy, elegiac, emotionally-charged, evangelistic, 

evocative, exuberant, flamboyant, foreboding, gentle, grim, gritty, hard-edged, haunting, heartwarming, 

homespun, hopeful, humorous, impassioned, introspective, lighthearted, magical, melodramatic, melancholy, 

menacing atmosphere, moody, mystical, nightmare, nostalgic, optimistic, paranoid, persuasive, philosophical, 

poignant, psychological, playful, romantic, sarcastic, sensual, sobering, sophisticated, stark, suspenseful, 

thoughtful, unaffected, uneasy, unpretentious, upbeat 

 

FRAME/SETTING: Is the background detailed or minimal? Does the frame affect the tone or atmosphere? Is there a 

special background frame?  

Accurate, contemporary, detailed setting, details of [insert and area of specialized knowledge or skill], evocative, 

exotic, historical details, intimate, lush, political, rural, small-town, stark, timeless, urban 

 

STORYLINE:  What is the author’s intention in regard to storyline? Does the story emphasize people or 

situations and events? Is the focus of the story more interior and psychological or exterior and action oriented? Does the 

story take place on more than one level? 

Action-oriented, authentic, character-centered, cinematic, complex, conclusive, domestic, episodic, explicitly 

violent, family-centered, flashbacks, folksy, gentle, inspirational, investigative, interior, issue-oriented, layered, 

linear, literary references, multiple plot lines, mystical mythic, open-ended, plot-centered, plot twists, racy, 

resolved ending, rich & famous, romp, sensational, sexually explicit, steamy, strong language, thought-provoking, 

tragic 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER IN DESCRIBING BOOKS:  what does the author do best? What makes the book 

popular? What do readers talk about? What other authors/titles does this book remind you of? Who else might enjoy 

reading this book and why? How does it fit with other books in a genre? 
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